U.S. OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
1730 M Street, N.W,, Suite 300
washington, D.C. 20036-4505

The Special Counsel March 1, 2006

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re:  OSC File No. DI-04-2465

Dear Mr. President:

I received disclosures from Mr. Thomas Mair, a former Supervisory Screener at
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Transportation Security Administration
(TSA), Cherry Capital Airport, Traverse City, Michigan. Mr. Mair disclosed several
allegations involving lapses in security and safety at Cherry Capital Airport. One of
Homeland Security’s most important missions is the safeguarding of U.S. airports and air
travel. For this reason, allegations of the type identified by Mr. Mair are closely
scrutinized. '

As discussed further in the attached report, DHS acknowledged some of the security
issues identified by Mr. Mair, but did not substantiate security deficiencies. Mr. Mair
commented on the report.

Mr. Mair alleged that from June 2002 to June 2004, when he worked at the airport,
he became aware of several lapses in security. He alleged that two terminal doors were
unlocked for part of the day and night allowing for the possibility that unauthorized
individuals could gain access to the terminal. He also alleged that the emergency back-
up lights in the checked-baggage tunnel, which leads from the terminal to the aircraft, did
not work properly leaving airport personnel in complete darkness in a vulnerable area. In
addition, he alleged that a one-way revolving door from the sterile passenger area to an
unsecured area of the airport malfunctioned on more than one occasion allowing the
secure area to be breeched. Finally, he alleged that the airport personnel were not trained
for emergencies and did not practice emergency drills or emergency procedures.

Mr. Mair contended these lapses compromised the airport’s security creating a substantial
and specific danger to public safety and resulting in violations of law, rule or regulation.

I required the Secretary of Homeland Security to conduct an investigation into these
disclosures pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 1213(c) and (d). The Secretary tasked the Inspector
General with conducting the investigation and writing the report. As set forth above, the
report identifies some of the security issues identified by Mr. Mair, but also describes
how those issues were resolved. In addition, it is important to note that the terminal
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building at issue in this case is no longer in use. The airport began operating out of a new
facility which it describes as a “state-of-the-art terminal complex” on October 27, 2004.

As required by law, 5 U.S.C. § 1213(e)(3), I am now transmitting the report and
Mr. Mair’s comments to you. DHS has noted that its report contains Sensitive Security
Information. For this reason, a redacted copy of the report is also included for any public
distribution.

I have reviewed the original disclosures and the agency’s report. Based on that
review, | have determined that the agency’s report contains all of the information
required by statute and that its findings appear to be reasonable.

As required by law, 5 U.S.C. § 1213(e)(3), I have also sent an unredacted copy of
the report to the Chairman of the following Congressional Committees: the Senate
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science and Transportation, the House Committee on Homeland Security,
the House Committee on Government Reform, and the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure. A redacted copy was included for public distribution. Finally, I have filed
aredacted copy of the report in our public file and closed the matter.

Scott J. Bloch

Enclosures




