













































































14 air samples collected were negative for asbestos airborne fibers. The air sampling
resu'lts were below .the OSHA Permissive Exposure Limit (0.1 fibers per cubic
centimeter 8-hour time-weighted average) and are less than the clearance air

monitoring requirements of Allegheny County Health Department (0.01 fibers per cubic
centimeter).

After the discovery of asbestos in the crawl space soil, employees with a history of
working in the crawl space were notified, and health exams offered, in accordance with
OSHA Standards 29 CFR 1910.1001, Asbestos, and 29 CFR 1910.1200, Hazard
Communication.*® All employees identified as working in the crawl space were offered
a medical evaluation and placed in ongoing asbestos medical surveillance. OMI
conferred with the occupational health physician, who described the meticulous
notification and follow-up procedures for this surveillance effort.

Conclusion

« OMI did not substantiate the allegation that management failed to conduct required
inspections to detect the presence of asbestos, which resulted in exposing the
Facilities and Maintenance Service employees, including the whistieblower, to
unsafe levels of asbestos [in the crawl space at UD]. Based on our review of the
rules and guidance applicable from 1984 through 2013, the Medical Center at UD
has complied with the requirements for conducting ACBM surveys.

e In April 2013, when asbestos was discovered in the UD crawl space soil, the Medical
Center complied with all OSHA regulations necessary on the advisement of
employees of the potential exposure, and placing these employees in a medical
surveillance program. Testing in April 2013, revealed that asbestos air sampling
results were below OSHA permissible exposure levels.

Recommendation
The Medical Center should:
7. Continue to follow VHA Directive 2010-036, Asbestos Management Program.

8. Continue asbestos medical surveillance on those individuals identified as working in
the UD crawl space. '

%2 29 Code of Federat Regulations (CFR), Part 1910-Occupational Safety and Health Standards, Subpart
Z-Toxic and Hazardous Substances, §1910.1001 Asbestos. http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?c=ecfr&rgn=divB&view=text&node=29:6.1.1.1.1.1.1.2&idno=29. 29 CFR, Part 1910-Occupational
Safety and Health Standards, §1910.1200 Hazard communication.
https.//www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=STANDARDS&p_id=10099.
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Aftachment A

Documents and Resources Reviewed by the OMI

. American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers

(ASHRAE), 'lnc. (2000). ASHRAE Guideline 12-2000: Minimizing the Risk of
Legionellosis Associated with Building Water Systems. Atlanta, GA:|ASHRAE.

AquaChek Free Chlorine Test Strips™, manufactured by the Hach ompany,
Elkhart, Indiana.
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Carpenter, T., and Robinson, S. T. ('2010)‘ Response to a partial pO\‘(ver failure in the

operating room. Anesthesia and Analgesia, 110 (6). 1644-1646. wav.anesthesia—
analgesia.org. '
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Department of Health & Human Services. CDC, Legionella (Legionn%ires’ Disease
and Pontiac Fever), http://www.cdc.gov/legionella/index.htmi. .

Department of Health & Human Services. CDC MMWR Recommen jations and
Reports. March 26, 2004/53(RR03); 1-36. Guidelines for Preventing Health-Care
Associated Pneumonia, 2003. Atlanta: GA. |

Department of Health & Human Services. Centers for Disease Contr'?I and

prevention (CDC). 2003. Guidelines for Environmental Infection Control in Health-
Care Facilities: Recommendations of CDC and the Healthcare Infection Control
Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC), Atlanta: GA. ]

Department of Health & Human Services. Public Health Service. Cen;rters for
Disease Control and Prevention. Fact Sheet: Chlorine Residual Testing, retrieved
from http://www.cdc.gov/safewater/publications_pages/chIorinseresiddal.pdf.

Department of Health & Human Services. Public Health Service. Centers for

‘Disease Control and Prevention. Epi-Aid Trip Report: Legionnaires’ disease among

patients at a Veterans Affairs Healthcare System in Pennsylvania, 20|1 1-2012 (Epi-
Aid 2013-011).

|
Department of Veterans Affairs. Office of Inspector General. Report No. 13-01189-
267, Healthcare Inspection: Prevention of Legionnaires’ Disease in VIHA Facilities.
August 1, 2013, Washington, DC. -

Department of Veterans Affairs. Office on Inspector General. Report No. 13-00994-
180, Healthcare Inspection: Legionnaires’ Disease at the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare
System, Pennsylvania. April 23, 2013, Washington, DC. '

Eichhorn, J. H., and Hessel, E. A. (2010). Electrical power failure in thlfa operating
room: A neglected topic in anesthesia safety. Anesthesia and Analgegia, 110(6).
1619-1521. www.anesthesia-analgesia.org. !
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distribution systems for Legionella. Seminars in Respiratory Infections, 13(2). 147-
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15. Srinivasan, A., Bova, G., Ross, T., Mackie, K., Paquette, N., Merz, W and Perl, T.
M. (2003). A 17-month evaluation of a chlorine dioxide water treatmint system to

control Legionella species in a hospital water supply. Infection Control and Hospital
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16.U.S. Department of Labor. Occupational Safety & Health Administration. OSHA
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17 .VVHA Directive 2008-010. Prevention of Legionella Disease, Februar;iz 11, 2008.
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19. VA Handbook 7700.1, Occupational Safety and Health, July 8, 1998, .
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Tetra Tech, Inc.

21.Various electronic and paper communications, meeting minutes, and performance
documents.
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Attachment B: AquaChek ™ Pool and Spa Test Strips

Hach Company, Elkhart, Indiana
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The Clorox Company

!

g1 B Material Safety
kiand, CA 94812 .
Tel. {516) Z71-7000 Da s heet
{ Product: GLOROX REGULAR-BLEAGH
Description: CLEAR, UGHT YELLOW LICIUIG WITH A EHARACTERISTIC CHLORINE DDOR
Other Designations Disfributor Emergency Tel phone Nos.
[«] Sales Company ]
Clorox Bleach m;’;zl Broadway FurMecéradm“ Mé ok
EPAReg. No. 581360 Oakland, CA 84612 For Transportafion) ces Cherntrec
{800} 42479300

it Health Hazard Data

IIt Hazardous Ingredients |

May cause severe Intaiion or dam;

DANGER: CORROSIVE. 0 eyes and
SR Vapor ormest may Infiate. Hanmha If seltowed. Keep
ciiigren.

tireach of

suggEst
exposLITe & 505U Nypotidortie If i damage {e g, nnm;ms
Uniser normal mmmﬂmmemmmmm
heath effects are ow.
Mextial condifions that aggravated o high-concentralions
aTvapar o mmist: mﬁ:n%ﬁwwmww pmggtns.maﬁ
astiuna, empinysama, dhronic brorchitls o stistudtive lung dsease.

FIRST AKX

Eve Conlart: Hald eye ofien and rise wih water o 15-20 minutes. Remine
contact lenses, afer st S minubes. Contimue Mrsing eye. G a physkian.

S Contact: Wash siin with waterfor 1520 mindes. If inttslion develops, cal
aphysican.

ingeskon: DO rrt indune o Orink 2 gasst of water. If imtation
&va‘opﬁmlam'stﬁam mmnﬁmmwmwmhmmmm

wm Remove @ fresh afr. Ibreatring 15 affecten, cafl a phystcan.

Ingedien Lim
Sodum iy =l
CASE 7681625
Sodium vydrodde 1% | 2mgm!
CASE 1310732 2mgm’

|
|
|
\

'AGIH Threshot Limk Valies (TLV) - Ceiling
OrSA Pemissitie Exposire M[P&g—fmwslg?‘t{edkwag@mvm

Nmammmmmmmdmmhem,%mmow
carcnogen fists.

1V Special Protection and Precautions

V Transportation and Rggutamm Data

00 or precaukons have been ianited Tor using this procuct

conEnmEr use condiions. The RiEowtng recommenkiaiions are
mmmmmmmmmwmmmm
B Increased polenits for acidenta, large-scale O PrOONGEE EXPOSEe.

Aovoki contact wilh eyes, skinand ol Witash tands
m%m mmtmmeg@mmm for projonged

W Use general veevilafion o minimire exposune to vapor of

mbestte Plsa Wear safely goggles. Uise mubber of nite
g)wesnm contact WEWMWW
WEEF OUT OF READH OF CHILDREN

|

(At LTkl

Sechon 313,

THS PIDGUC A0GE CONGAN CHETICAHS (SN MyCTINSse 41:2% 1l 60TRT
rypochinetie <7.35% ) that are reguisted nder Secion LA

m{s&m ARTOMponErds of s product are on e L5 TSCA
and Caradan DSL. l

|

i

Vi Spili Procedures/\Waste Disposal

Vil Reactivity Data |

Confrol s Containertzs lquid and use absoments on

ShablE unter nooal use and slorage condions. sunrgéenamgagm

leumnmw;tdspnuappuprﬁﬂy Wash area and lef dry. For spiEs of Feacts with other housetkid mmmmmkﬂdwqdamm

mistipie Tesponders should evalate Bie MSUS s of ihe procucts for TEMDVES, VINEGAY, 25 OF 2Mmonss peOKuC(s iy prodiuce RAranious
Iy with sodium hypoduoie. Brealiting penbediion shouidne womin | gases. such as. Chiorne @ ofhar BPeLiEs. Pfcsmgadomﬁdm

ensiosed, andor poany ventilafed areas wlll hazard sseessnent Is coumplete. metan may cause pfing or dscotoriion, 1

Yeste DiERGEYF Oéspose of i accandance win 3l applicable federal, state, and |

e TR

VI Fire and Explosion Data X Physical Data ‘

ElastPoik Wone Boﬂngmmt i nprox. 212 FHI0C

% gerizl Fipd 1 ~ 1 @t TF

Nmnmmmeum Prouduct

Urwsuad Fie! H
onasnummnw apen flame.

~11.8

r g
TATA SUPFLEED (9 FOR USE ONLY TN CORNECTION WITH OCCUPATIONAL BAFETY ANDHEALTH  DATE AREFARED (B9

26



