
• 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Washington DC 20420 

The Honorable Carolyn N. Lerner 
Special Counsel 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel 
1730 M Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20036

January 25, 2017 

RE: OSC File No. Dl-16-3664 

Dear Ms. Lerner: 

I am responding to your September 26, 2016, letter to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) regarding allegations made by a whistleblower at the Miami VA 
Medical Center, Pathology and Laboratory Medicine Service, Miami, Florida, (the 
Medical Center). The whistleblower made three allegations regarding screening 
procedures for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) at the Medical Center, and 
that these may constitute violations of law, rules or regulations, and gross 
mismanagement, which may lead to a substantial and specific danger to public health. 
The Secretary has delegated to me the authority to sign the enclosed report and take 
any actions deemed necessary as referenced in 5 United States Code§ 1213(d)(5). 

The Under Secretary for Health directed the Office of the Medical Inspector to 
assemble and lead a VA team to conduct an investigation. The report substantiates 
none of the three allegations and makes five recommendations to the Medical Center. 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

�--o.S�J 

Gina S. Farrisee 
Acting Chief of Staff 
















































